
Is The Qurõan The 

Words of God?

Islam teaches that the Qurôan is a word-
for word copy of Godôs final revelation. 
They point to surah 85:21-22  ñNay, this 
is a glorious Qurôan, [inscribed] in a tablet 
preserved.ò



Islamõs View of Qurõan

ÁMuslims call the Qurôan the ñMother of booksò (surah 

43:3)

ÁThey believe no other book can compare. Surahs 2:23 

& 10:37-38 challenge anyone to ñpresent some other 

book of equal beautyò.

ÁAccording to Muslim tradition, the revelation was sent 

down to the lowest of seven heavens during month of 

Ramadan and then revealed to Muhammad by the 

angel Gabriel (surah 25:32).

ÁBecause they believe it is an exact dictated revelation, 

they kiss the book, place it to their forehead and put it 

on the highest shelf in the house.



The Qurõan

ÁThe Qurôan is called Al-Kitab (the book), Al-

furkan (the distinction), and Al-dikhr (the 

warning)

ÁThe Qurôan consists of:

Á114 chapters (surahs)

Á6616 verse (ayas)

Á77,943 words

Á338,606 Arabic letters

ÁIn contrast the Bible has 1,189 chapters and 

is about three times as long



How The Qurõan Came About

ÁAccording to tradition, the surahs were received 

and written down by the illiterate Muhammad 

during three periods.

ÁFirst Meccan Period (611-615) ïwritings of 

judgment and revelation of Allah and His rule.

ÁSecond Meccan Period (616ð622) ïproduced 

longer surahs dealing with doctrines, many 

taken directly from the Law of Moses.

ÁMedina Period (623-632) ïThey deal mainly 

with government and ethics.



How Were The Texts Collected

ÁAccording to a Muslim scholar, when Muhammad fell 

into one of his unpredictable trances his revelations 

were written on whatever was handy. Animal bones 

were used as well as palm leaves, skins, mats, stones 

and bark. When nothing was available his disciples 

(ñrecitersò) attempted to memorize the revelations.

ÁThis same scholar says that large sections of oral 

revelations were lost when many of the ñrecitersò were 

killed in a battle. Therefore it was decided to compile 

all his revelations together, then his secretary, Zaid ibn 

Thabit, was chosen to collect and compile them.


