
A Copy of The Heavenly Things

Understanding the copy and shadow of the 

heavenly things helps us understand God’s plan 

that existed even before the earth was created.

1 Peter 1:20  "He indeed was foreordained 

before the foundation of the world, but was 

manifest in these last times for you" (NKJV) 



Minister of the Holies
 Hebrews 8:1-5 (NKJV)

1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have 
such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the 
Lord erected, and not man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and 
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have 
something to offer.

4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there 
are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;

5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as 
Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the 
tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things 
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
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What Is The Holy of Holies?

 Separated from the Holy place by the Veil

 Where the Ark of the Covenant is

 Where the Mercy Seat sits on top of the Ark

 Where the Cherubim look upon the Mercy Seat

 Where God speaks from between the Cherubim

 Exodus 26:31-35

 Exodus 25:16-22

 Where only the High Priest enters once a year

 Hebrews 9:7-8



What is the Mercy Seat?

 On the Day of Atonement the High Priest would 
enter the Most Holy place with the blood of a 
bull for his own sin offering and the blood of a 
goat for a sin offering for all the congregation of 
Israel.

 The blood would be sprinkled on the mercy seat

 Leviticus 16:1-17

 Jesus is the propitiation (mercy seat) of our sins

 Romans 3:21-26

 Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all

 Hebrews 9:11-15



What is the Veil?

 The Veil is the flesh of Jesus

 Hebrews 10:19-20

 Our hope is in the very presence of God, 

behind the Veil

 Hebrews 6:19-20

 Hebrews 4:14-16



What is the Holy Place?
 Where the Lampstand and Showbread are

 Exodus 26:34-35

 Where the Altar of Incense is
 Exodus 30:6-9

 Where the priests always enter to minister
 Hebrews 9:6

 Notice the Holy of Holies didn’t have a lampstand, 
probably symbolically because God is its light
 1Jn 1:5; Rev 21:23; 22:5

 But the Holy place needs light, therefore it refers to a 
place where only holy ones (priests) can go but they 
need a lampstand to see because they are not yet in 
the very presence of God behind the veil.

 This seems to represent the church or kingdom of God 
on earth. We will see this idea come out even more as 
we look at the specific items in the Holy Place.



What is the Lampstand?

 The Lampstand was made to illuminate the Holy Place 

for the priests to minister.

 A lamp is lit for people to see

 Luke 11:33-36

 Jesus is the Light for every person

 John 1:6-9

 2Peter 1:16-21

 But, only those who follow have the light of life

 John 8:12

 1Peter 2:4-10

 Psalm 119:105 " Your word is a lamp to my feet And a 

light to my path."



What is the Showbread?

 The Bread of the Presence was an offering of 

the twelve tribes of Israel, prepared and 

replaced on each Sabbath day. It was symbolic 

of the covenant God had with Israel and was a 

provision of the Priests.

 Lev 24:5-9

 Jesus is the true bread which came down from 

heaven who was then made an offering to God 

which will provide life to His priests forever.

 John 6:48-58



What is the Altar of Incense?

 An altar where a holy incense was burned 
continually so the aroma would rise continually 
into the Holy of Holies before the LORD.

 Exodus 30:34-38

 Two passages suggest it was offered as a 
protection from the Lord’s wrath.

 Lev 16:12-14

 Numbers 16:41-48

 It represents the prayers of the saints

 Psalm 141:2

 Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4



What is the Laver?
 A large copper or bronze vessel used for 

priestly ablutions (washings) in the tabernacle 
and in the Temple. It was fashioned from the 
metal mirrors of women ministering at the door 
of the Tent of Meeting. The priests washed 
before putting on the holy linen clothing.

 Exodus 30:17-21; 38:8

 Leviticus 16:4

 We can draw near to the Tabernacle, clothed in 
white, because of the sprinkling of blood of 
Christ and the washing of our bodies in water.

 Hebrews 10:19-23, Rev 3:18, 4:4

 1 Cor 6:9-11; Acts 22:16



What is the Altar?

 There are many different kinds of altars in scripture: 

the word altar refers to a place where a gift is offered 

to God. Sometimes altars are for specific kinds of 

offerings, such as the altar of incense we looked at 

previously. The altar in front of the Laver is called the 

altar of burnt offerings.

 Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7

 The fire of the altar was never to go out.

 Lev 6:8-13

 Burnt offerings to the LORD were to be made daily, on 

the Sabbath, on first of each month, and at each feast.

 Numbers 28-29



What Sacrifices Do Jesus’ Priests Offer

 If the priests under the law served continually in the 
Tabernacle offering their service to God, what do the 
priests under a New High Priest, namely Jesus, do in 
service to God.
 Hebrews 8-13; 13:15-16 conclusion

 1 Peter 2:5 "you also, as living stones, are being built up a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."

 Romans 12:1 " I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.“

 Ephesians 5:2 "And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us 
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling aroma."


