
Dissension In The Ranks!

Why are there so many churches who 
all say they are the right one?

Why can’t they all just get along?



History of The Church
v 1st Century
v30-50 Jews Mainly
v50-70 Jews / Gentiles 
v70-100 Gentiles Mainly

v 2nd - 3rd Centuries
vGnosticism
vMontanism, et al.

v 4th - 10th Centuries
vArianism, et al.

v11th - 15th Centuries
vDark Ages
vSeeds of Dissent

v16th - 17th Centuries
vReformation
vRestoration

v18th - 20th Centuries
vRestoration
vModernism



1st Century
v Jews Mainly
vAll Together
vHebrews / Hellenists

v Jews / Gentiles 
vConflict

vGentiles Mainly
vFalse Teachers 

Acts 2:44  Now all who believed were 
together, and had all things in common,Acts 6:1  Now in those days, when the 

number of the disciples was 
multiplying, there arose a complaint 
against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, 
because their widows were neglected 
in the daily distribution.

Acts 11:1-2  Now the apostles and brethren who 
were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up 
to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended 
with him,

1 John 4:1  Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. 



1st Century Conflict
v A local church had to test 

men who said they were 
Apostles, but were liars.

v Some local churches were 
listening to false teachers 
and needed to repent.

v Therefore, are we not also 
responsible to whom we 
listen? 

Rev 2:2  “I know your works, your 
labor, your patience, and that you 
cannot bear those who are evil. And 
you have tested those who say they 
are apostles and are not, and have 
found them liars;"
Rev 2:15 “Thus you also have those 
who hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16

Repent, or else I will come to you 
quickly and will fight against them 
with the sword of My mouth.
Matt 15: 14 “They are blind leaders 
of the blind. And if the blind leads 
the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”



Rise of Gnosticism
v 2nd – 3rd Centuries: Valentinus, Marcion, Basilides, etc.
v Gnosticism taught that only a select few receive gnosis 

(“knowledge” in Greek) from God about how to find salvation. 
v Valentinus proceeded to reinterpret the Bible … For Valentinus, 

the most important lessons of Scripture came not from the 
obvious meaning but from the symbolism beneath the words.

v To the Genesis sketch of Creation, for example, Valentinus added 
a number of details. One being, Sophia (Greek for “wisdom”), …
By herself she conceived and gave birth to a deformed child, 
whom she named Ialdabaoth (probably meaning “Child of 
Chaos”). Out of the elements of creation, her son (Jehovah) 
produced the dark world of humanity and infused it with 
numbness toward God. Jesus, God’s great revelator, came to 
awaken people to the “deep things of God.”
v Christian History : Heresy in the Early Church. electronic ed. Carol Stream IL: Christianity Today, 1996; 

Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996.



v Gnosticism taught that the body and this world are evil and that
salvation is gained by knowledge alone. In particular, the Gnostics 
argued that God could not have become incarnate. They 
maintained that a person could do as he wished in this world, as
long as he thought the right thing.
v James I. Packer, Merrill C. Tenney and William White, Jr., editors, Nelson’s illustrated manners and 

customs of the Bible [computer file], electronic ed., Logos Library System, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 1997, 
c1995.

v Montanus
v Sometime around the year 157, in the Roman province of Asia 

Minor known as Phrygia, a professing Christian named 
Montanus began to prophesy ecstatically. Claiming the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he was soon joined by two 
prophetesses, Maximilla and Priscilla (Prisca).

From Gnostics To Montanists



Why Montanism Was Rejected
v They paid special attention to the biblical teachings about the 

Paraclete, and they claimed to be the last in a succession of 
prophets that included the daughters of Philip (Acts 21:8–9). They 
said they were called to summon all believers to righteous 
preparation for the heavenly descent of the New Jerusalem. 
v Christian History : Heresy in the Early Church. electronic ed. Carol Stream IL: Christianity Today, 1996; 

Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996.

v Montanism, which resembles modern Pentecostalism, was widely 
rejected as heretical in the early church. Why? The early church
writers objected to Montanism on 5 main grounds:
v 1. “Abnormal ecstasy.” Montanus prophesied in a frenzy, 

without engaging the rational mind, “contrary to the manner 
which belongs to the tradition and succession of the church 
from the beginning.”

v 2. No controls. When respected bishops and church leaders 
sought to practice discernment with Montanist prophets, the 
prophets refused to submit.



v 3. Worldliness. Some questioned the Montanist financial 
dealings. Others worried about their lifestyle: “Does a prophet 
dye his hair, paint his eyelids, love adornment, play at gaming 
tables and dice, lend money at interest?”

v 4. Extra-scriptural revelation. Many were concerned that 
people would hold the oracles of the New Prophecy in higher 
esteem than the Scriptures.

v 5. False prophecies. Maximilla declared that there would be 
wars and tumults and, after her death, no more prophets but 
“The End.” Yet, some thirteen years after her death, there was 
peace.
v Christian History : Heresy in the Early Church. electronic ed. Carol Stream IL: Christianity Today, 1996; Published in electronic form by Logos 

Research Systems, 1996.

Why Montanism Was Rejected



Monarchianism
v 190’s  Monarchianism (emphasizing God’s monarchia, 

“unity”—not the three persons) spreads
v 200  Noetus condemned at Rome for Patripassianism (“the 

father suffers-ism”), the teaching that the Father suffered as the 
Son

v 268  Council of Antioch deposes Paul of Samosata and 
condemns Sabellianism (i.e., modalism: Father, Son, and Spirit 
are temporary manifestations of the same being)

v By the early 300s, most Monarchianists become Arians
v Heresy in the Early Church: Christian History, Issue 51, (Carol Stream, IL: 

Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



“Puritanism”
v 249–250 Decian persecution causes many Christians to “lapse,”

i.e., deny the faith
v 251  Novatian teaches that the lapsed should not be readmitted 

to the church; some Christians admit the lapsed on easy terms
v 252  Cyprian argues for middle view: penance for the lapsed
v 255–256  African bishops insist on rebaptism of heretics and 

schismatics; Rome disagrees
v Donatism insists upon unwavering loyalty of church members
v Donatism survives in pockets in Africa until Islam conquers the 

region (late 600s)
v Heresy in the Early Church: Christian History, Issue 51, (Carol Stream, IL: 

Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



We MUST Contend For The Faith
Without being Contentious

v We must fight for the faith.
v Jude 3  "Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you 

about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you
appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all handed down to the saints. "

v We must battle against lies that take us captive.
v 2 Corinthians 10:3-6  "For though we walk in the flesh, we do 

not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of 
fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to 
punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete. "

v We must follow after sound doctrine.
v 2 Timothy 4:1-5  



Contending For The Faith

Reform/Restore 
Denominations/Splits

Some Scriptures/ 
Individuals

17th-20th Centuries

Councils/Exile/ 
Crusades/Inquisition/ 
Rome Bishop Auth.

Some Scriptures/ 
Bishops/Kings

4th-17th Centuries

Letters/Withdrawal 
of Cong. Member

Scriptures/ 
Evangelists/Pastors

2nd-3rd Centuries

Letters/Withdrawal 
of Cong. Member

Apostles/Prophets/ 
Evangelists/Pastors

1st Century

HowWhoWhen



A Shift In The Church ~ 4th Century
v Dramatic changes occur that alter the course of the 

church.  It switches from a multi-varied group of 
congregations that is outlawed and despised by many if 
not most citizens of the Roman Empire to the official 
religion of the Empire.

v Doesn’t this sound like victory for Christ over the 
Pagan religions of the Roman World?

v Maybe it was a victory for Christ but, what happened 
to the leaders of the churches reminds us to beware 
lest we fall.



v 312ad
v It was on the eve of the decisive battle in Constantine’s 

quest for the emperorship that he claimed to have seen 
the vision that inspired him to become a Christian. 
After his conversion, Constantine sponsored the 
church’s first general council at Nicea, designated 
Sunday as a sacred day, appointed many Christians to 
high offices in the empire, and avowedly tried to use a 
Christian approach in the affairs of state.

“Conversion” of Constantine



The Edict of Milan
v 313 ad
v Emperor Constantine “the Great.” With his counterpart from the 

East Licinius,  gave Christianity legal freedom and restored 
Christians’ confiscated property. 

v Although the Milan summit decreed only strict parity for 
Christians alongside other religionists, hindsight reads between
the lines and discerns the hint of things to come. Before the end 
of the fourth century, orthodox Christianity had become the 
sole official religion of the Roman Empire. For Christianity, the 
changes were momentous. To this day state churches perpetuate 
the alignment between Christianity and the Empire worked out 
in the fourth century. Meanwhile, Christians in independent, 
“free” churches have long regarded the Constantinian
revolution as little short of the fall of Christianity, almost as 
calamitous as the fall of Adam and Eve. 
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



v 325 ad
v July 4, 325, was a memorable day. About three hundred Christian 

bishops and deacons from the eastern half of the Roman Empire 
had come to Nicea, a little town near the Bosporus Straits flowing 
between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean.  In the conference 
hall where they waited was a table. On it lay an open copy of the 
Gospels.  The emperor, Constantine the Great, entered the hall in 
his imperial, jewel-encrusted, multicolored brocades, but out of 
respect for the Christian leaders, without his customary train of 
soldiers. Constantine spoke only briefly. He told the churchmen 
they had to come to some agreement on the crucial questions 
dividing them. “Division in the church,” he said, “is worse than 
war.”
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, 

(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.

The Council of Nicea



Constantine & Ecumenism

v “Since you know my will, grant free admission to all those who 
wish to enter the church. For if I hear that you have hindered 
anyone from becoming a member, or have debarred anyone 
from entrance, I shall immediately send someone to have you 
deposed at my behest and have you sent into exile.”

v These are the words of Emperor Constantine the Great, written 
c. 328 to Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria. Athanasius had not 
followed Constantine’s growing interest in ecumenism. Instead, 
he had insisted upon excluding from the church anyone who did 
not subscribe to the Creed of Nicea.
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, 

(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Creed of Nicea - Against Arianism
v We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things 

visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, that is, from the 
substance of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, very 
God from very God, begotten not made, of the same substance as 
the Father, through whom all things were made, both things in 
Heaven and things in earth; who for us men, and for our 
salvation, came down and was made flesh, was made man, 
suffered and rose again the third day, ascended into Heaven, and
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  And in the Holy 
Ghost.  And those who say “There was a time when he was not”
and “He did not exist before he was made” and “He was made out 
of nothing” or those who pretend that the Son of God is “of 
another hypostasis or substance” or “created” or “alterable” or 
“mutable,” the Catholic Church anathematizes.
v Heresy in the Early Church: Christian History, Issue 51, (Carol Stream, IL: 

Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Arius’ Beliefs
v Constantine had invited Arius to be present and listened earnestly 

when Arius explained the nature of his beliefs, and he was not 
particularly surprised when Arius burst out into a long, sustained 
chant, having set his beliefs to music. These chants and songs were 
sung by the people, and Arius may have thought the emperor 
would listen more keenly to chanting than to a disquisition on the 
faith:
The uncreated God has made the Son a beginning of things 

created, - And by adoption has God made the Son into an 
advancement of himself. - Yet the Son’s substance is removed 
from the substance of the Father: - The Son is not equal to the 
Father, nor does he share the same substance. - God is the all-
wise Father, and the Son is the teacher of his mysteries. - The 
members of the Holy Trinity - Share unequal glories.
v Christian History : Heresy in the Early Church. electronic ed. Carol Stream IL: Christianity Today, 

1996; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996.



The New Testament Defined
v Athanasius defines the “canon” of the NT.
v He states: “in these [27 writings] alone the teaching of godliness is 

proclaimed. No one may add to them, and nothing may be taken 
away from them.”

v One document supports Athanasius’s position: The famous Codex 
Vaticanus in the Vatican Library, a Greek codex of the Old and 
New Testaments. It consists of the same books in the same order 
as in Athanasius’s festal letter—which is particularly noteworthy 
given the peculiar order: Gospels, Acts, Catholic Epistles (James, 
1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Jude), Pauline Epistles 
(including Hebrews between 2 Thessalonians and 1 Timothy), and 
Revelation. The Codex Vaticanus probably was written in Rome, 
in 340, by Alexandrian scribes for Emperor Constans, during 
Athanasius’s seven-year exile in the city.
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, 

Issue 28, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Critical Moments In The 4th Century

v 312  – Constantine “converted”.
v 313  – Edict of Milan means freedom for 

Christians to worship God & Christ as they 
choose.

v 325 – Creed of Nicea declares Arianism to be 
Anathama.

v 328 – Athanasius is exiled for being too strict.
v 367 – Athanasius “sets the canon of NT”.



What is Easter?
v QUARTODECIMANISM
v c. 155 Polycarp and others from Asia Minor advocate Nisan 14 

as date of Passover “Pascha”
v c. 190   Pope Victor insists on Sunday observance and tries to 

stamp out Quartodecimanism (“14th-ism”), though Irenaeus
advocates tolerance

v 325   Council of Nicea accepts Alexandrian method of 
determining Easter – (First Sunday after vernal Equinox)

v 400   Rome begins using Alexandrian method
v In the Middle Ages, the Celtic church (in 625) and the church in

Gaul (in the 800s) join the West in adopting the Alexandrian 
method
v Heresy in the Early Church: Christian History, Issue 51, (Carol Stream, IL: 

Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



A Pagan Named Twist of The Passover
v Many early Christians of Jewish background 

continued to follow the law and customs of their 
people. They observed the Sabbath and the Jewish 
holy days, such as the great annual festivals. However, 
the apostle Paul held himself free from any obligation 
to these and never laid an obligation to observe them 
on his converts (Col. 2:16). The New Testament itself 
contains no references to any yearly Christian 
festivals. The KJV mention of Easter (Acts 12:4) is a 
mistranslation; the NKJV has Passover.
v Youngblood, Ronald F., General Editor; F.F. Bruce and R.K. Harrison, 

Consulting Editors, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1995.



A Pagan Named Twist of The Passover

vColossians 2:16   “So let no one judge you in 
food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a 
new moon or sabbaths”

vActs 15:28-29   “For it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things: 29 that you 
abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, 
from things strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, 
you will do well.”



v Easter was originally a pagan festival honoring Eostre, 
a Teutonic goddess of light and spring. At the time of 
the vernal equinox (the day in the spring when the sun 
crosses the equator and day and night are of equal 
length), sacrifices were offered in her honor. As early 
as the eighth century, the word was used to designate 
the annual Christian celebration of the resurrection of 
Christ.
v Youngblood, Ronald F., General Editor; F.F. Bruce and R.K. Harrison, 

Consulting Editors, Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson) 1997, c1995.

A Pagan Named Twist of The Passover



What Is The Common Practice of Easter?
vEggs – Bunnies – Lilies?
vRemnants from pagan fertility festivals during 

Spring
vWhat place do these have alongside the Saving 

Work of God?
vCelebration of Death, Burial & Resurrection of 

Jesus?
v I’m all for this celebration and remembrance. I am 

just a little perplexed why many don’t follow the 
simple instructions of our Lord: 

v1Corinthians 11:24 “Do this in remembrance of me”



Dissension In The Ranks!

Why are there so many churches who 
all say they are the right one?

Why can’t they all just get along?



Contending For The Faith

Reform/Restore 
Denominations/Splits

Some Scriptures/ 
Individuals

17th-20th Centuries

Councils/Exile/ 
Crusades/Inquisition/ 
Rome Bishop Auth.

Some Scriptures/ 
Bishops/Kings

4th-17th Centuries

Letters/Withdrawal 
of Cong. Member

Scriptures/ 
Evangelists/Pastors

2nd-3rd Centuries

Letters/Withdrawal 
of Cong. Member

Apostles/Prophets/ 
Evangelists/Pastors

1st Century

HowWhoWhen



4th – 6th Centuries
v The Age of the “Christian” Empire
v 312 Conversion of Constantine 
v 313 “Edict of Milan”
v 325 First Council of Nicea
v 367 Athanasius’s letter defines New Testament canon 
v 381 Christianity made state religion of Roman Empire 
v 390 Ambrose defies emperor
v 405 Jerome completes the Vulgate
v 410 Rome sacked by Visigoths 
v 440 Leo the Great consecrated bishop of Rome 
v 445 Valentinian’s Edict strengthens primacy of Rome 
v 451 Council of Chalcedon
v 529 Justin publishes his legal Code
v 540 Benedict writes his monastic Rule
v 590 Gregory the Great elected Pope



The Christian Middle Ages
v 7th – 16th Centuries
v 988  Christianization of “Russia” ~ Shopping for a Church
v Vladimir apparently wanted to unite the people under one 

religion, so around 988 he sent envoys to examine the major 
religions. The options? Islam, Judaism, the Catholic 
Christianity of Western Europe, and the Orthodox 
Christianity of Eastern Europe (though as yet, there was no 
official break between the Orthodox and Catholic Christians). 

v The story of Vladimir’s choosing Orthodox Christianity is part 
legend, part fact. According to the tradition, Vladimir didn’t 
like the dietary restrictions of Islam and Judaism. Catholic 
Christianity was all right, but what impressed the grand prince 
was the dazzling worship his ambassadors described seeing in 
the great Cathedral of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople: “We 
knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth, for surely 
there is no such splendor or beauty anywhere upon earth. We 
cannot describe it to you. Only we know that God dwells there 
among men, and that their service surpasses the worship of all 
other places. We cannot forget that beauty.”



7th – 16th Centuries
v 1054 East-West Split 

v On Saturday, July 16, 1054, as afternoon prayers were about to begin, 
Cardinal Humbert, legate of Pope Leo IX, strode into the Cathedral of 
Hagia Sophia, right up to the main altar, and placed on it a parchment 
that declared the Patriarch of Constantinople, Michael Cerularius, to be 
excommunicated. He then marched out of the church, shook its dust from 
his feet, and left the city. A week later the patriarch solemnly condemned 
the cardinal.

v 1095 First Crusade launched by Council of Clermont 
v The crusaders also took on an arduous journey in dismal conditions for 

spiritual reward. This was a holy undertaking, so participants could 
receive an indulgence remission of sins allowing for direct entry to 
heaven or reduced time in purgatory. Finally laypeople could do 
something that was nearly as spiritually noble as entering the monastery.                                                     
Further, many of the crusaders hoped to acquire land in the East, to 
plunder and grow rich. 

v 1232 Gregory IX appoints first “inquisitors”
v 1309 Papacy begins “Babylonian” exile in Avignon
v 1378 Great Papal Schism begins 



The Seeds of Reformation
v 1173 Waldensian movement begins

v They were a small group within the Church who desired a closer 
adherence to the Scriptures and a more consistent walk after the example 
of Christ and the Apostles. The Medieval Church was filled with such 
movements. 

v Though they were generally regular, faithful members of Catholic
services (until the Reformation), they seem to have viewed the worldly 
Church establishment in its wealth and power as corrupt.

v 1380 Wyclif supervises English Bible translation 
v John Wycliffe was responsible for the very first translation of the entire 

Bible into the English language. John Wycliffe is called “the father of 
English prose” because the clarity and the popularity of his writings and 
his sermons in the Middle English dialect did much to shape our 
language today.

v At the Diet of Worms in 1521, Martin Luther was accused of renewing 
the errors of Wycliffe and Hus by making the Scriptures his final 
authority.

v 1456 Gutenberg produces first printed Bible 
v 1488 First complete Hebrew Old Testament 
v 1516 Erasmus publishes Greek New Testament



The Spark That Lit The Fuse

vAn obscure monk from a small town calls for 
debate on many issues.
vAn obscure monk invited debate on a pressing church 

issue—and touched off a history-shattering reform 
movement.

vSometime during October 31, 1517, the day before the 
Feast of All Saints, the 33-year-old Martin Luther 
posted theses (95 to be exact) on the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg.
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian 

History, Issue 28, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



v Luther was calling for a “disputation on the power and efficacy of 
indulgences out of love and zeal for truth and the desire to bring it to light.”
He did so as a faithful monk and priest who had been appointed professor of 
biblical theology at the University of Wittenberg, a small, virtually unknown 
institution in a small town.

v By the early months of 1518, the theses had been reprinted in many cities, 
and Luther’s name had become associated with demands for radical change 
in the church. He had become front-page news.

v Why? Luther was calling for a debate on the most neuralgic issue of his time: 
the relationship between money and religion. “Indulgences” (from the Latin 
indulgentia—permit) had become the complex instruments for granting 
forgiveness of sins. The granting of forgiveness in the sacrament of penance 
was based on the “power of the keys” given to the apostles according to 
Matthew 16:18, and was used to discipline sinners. Penitent sinners were 
asked to show regret for their sins (contrition), confess them to a priest 
(confession), and do penitential work to atone for them (satisfaction).
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.

The Spark That Lit The Fuse



The Power of the Keys
v Matthew 16:18-19 “And I also say to you that you 

are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.”

v Where is the doctrine of penance you ask?
v Now do you understand the absolute need to have the 

direct authority of the apostles and especially Peter?
v Problem!  - Where does Jesus say the apostles 

authority would pass on to anyone else?



Indulgences
v Indulgences …were meant to relax or commute the penitent sinner’s 

work of satisfaction. By the late eleventh century it had become
customary to issue indulgences to volunteers taking part in crusades 
to the Holy Land against the Muslims; all sins would be forgiven
anyone participating in such a dangerous but holy enterprise. After 
1300 a complete commutation of satisfaction (“plenary indulgence”) 
was granted to all pilgrims visiting holy shrines in Rome during
“jubilee years” (at first every hundred years, and, eventually, every 
twenty-five years).

v Abuses soon abounded: “permits” were issued offering release from 
all temporal punishment—indeed, from punishment in purgatory—
for a specific payment as determined by the church. Some popes 
pursued their “edifice complex” by collecting large sums through the 
sale of indulgences. Pope Julius II, for example, granted a “jubilee 
indulgence” in 1510, the proceeds of which were used to build the new 
basilica of St. Peter in Rome.
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, 

(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Indulgences
v In 1515, Pope Leo X commissioned Albert of Brandenburg to use the 

Dominican order to sell St. Peter indulgences in his lands. Albert 
owed a large sum to Rome for having granted him a special 
dispensation to become the ecclesiastical prince ruling three 
territories (Mainz, Magdeburg, and Halberstadt). He borrowed the 
money from the Fugger bank in Augsburg, which engaged an 
experienced indulgences salesman, the Dominican John Tetzel, to run 
the indulgences traffic; one half of the proceeds went to Albert and 
the Fuggers, the other half to Rome. Tetzel’s campaign gave rise to 
the famous jingle, “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, a soul from 
purgatory springs.”
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, 

(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



The Message of Martin Luther
v Luther attacked the abuse of indulgence sales in sermons, in 

counseling sessions, and, finally, in the Ninety-Five Theses, 
which rang out the revolutionary theme of the Reformation: 
“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ He 
willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance”
(Thesis 1). 

v By 1520, Luther announced that baptism is the only indulgence 
necessary for salvation. All of life is a “return to baptism” in the 
sense that one clings to the divine promise of salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ alone, who by his life, death, and 
resurrection liberated humankind from all punishment for sin. 
One lives by trusting in Christ alone and thus becoming a 
Christ to the neighbor in need rather than by trying to pacify 
God. 
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



v It is this simple reaffirmation of the ancient Christian “good 
news,” the gospel, that created in the church catholic the reform 
movement that attracted legions in Germany and other 
European territories. The movement was propelled by slogans 
stressing the essentials of Christianity: faith alone (soia fides), 
grace alone (sola gratia), Christ alone (solus Christus). Many 
joined because Luther criticized the papacy, which had claimed 
to have power over every soul. “Why does not the pope whose 
wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus (a 
wealthy Roman nicknamed “Fats,” who died in 53 B.C.) build 
this one basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than 
with the money of poor believers?” (Thesis 87).
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian History, Issue 28, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.

The Message of Martin Luther



Reformation Movement

vLuther Calls For Debate on Pope and Indulgences 
(1517)

vDiet of Worms (A council to condemn Luther) 
(1520)

vZwingli: Father of Swiss Reformation (1518)
vRestoration Movement Begins (1525)



Diet of Worms
v Rome hoped that the diet would reject Luther’s cause, thus 

easing the task of a general council of bishops, chaired by 
the pope, who would be dealing with the religious issues 
raised. Virtually all of Germany was supporting Luther. 
As the official papal representative to the diet, Jerome 
Meander, put it in his secret message to Rome, “Nine-
tenths of the people are shouting ‘Luther!’ and the other 
tenth are crying ‘Death to the Roman Court!’ ”
v The 100 Most Important Events in Church History: Christian 

History, Issue 28, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 
1997.

v Why were the people so supportive of Luther?



Faith in the Middle Ages
v During some periods, church offices were bought and sold openly,

and church officials lived sumptuously—“loaded with gold and clad 
in purple,” as one critic put it. Money could buy any kind of 
dispensation, even for receiving stolen goods. The corruption so
angered people, they sometimes ransacked monasteries or killed 
bishops.

v Though priests took a vow of celibacy, many had concubines. The 
practice was often open and accepted, as long as the priest was 
faithful to one woman. One chronicler tells about a woman who 
lived with “a right amorous priest for many years and bore him four 
sons, three of whom became priests.”
v Everyday Faith in the Middle Ages: Christian History, Issue 49, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Diet of Worms
v Luther appeared before the diet on April 17 at 4:00 P.M., after a 

triumphant journey from Wittenberg. Silence descended on the 
room where the diet was meeting. A representative of the emperor
asked Luther to respond to two questions: Did he acknowledge the
authorship of books that had been brought to the diet and bore his 
name? Would he stand by them or retract anything in them? Luther
asked for time to reflect before answering, and he was granted 
twenty-four hours. On April 18, 6:00 P.M., he gave his now-famous 
answer: “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of Scripture or by 
clear reason (for I trust neither pope nor council alone, since it is 
well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), 
I am bound by the Scriptures I have cited, for my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, 
since to act against one’s conscience is neither safe nor right. I 
cannot do otherwise. Here I stand, may God help me.”



Zwingli
v Two Paths to Reformation
v Luther and Zwingli, born within seven weeks of one another, 

were co-originators of the Protestant Reformation. Though 
neither one intended it from the beginning, the reforming 
movements which they started would lead inexorably to a 
division in Western Christendom. In addition, though neither one
desired it, their differences on the Eucharist would tragically lead 
to the first major split in Reformation Protestantism between the 
Lutherans and the Reformed. Though they had much in 
common—and more often the differences are emphasized rather 
than the similarities—they were indeed adversaries. 

v Zwingli: Father of the Swiss Reformation: Christian History, 
Issue 4, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Where They Differed
vAs Reformers, Zwingli and Luther had much in 

common. They both rejected the authority of the 
Pope and held to the authority of Scripture alone; 
they both agreed to the principle of justification by 
faith alone; they both rejected the sacrifice of the 
Mass. But Zwingli did not think Luther’s 
Reformation went far enough: “You would have 
cleansed the Augean stable, if you had had the 
images removed, if you had not taught that the 
body of Christ was supposed to be eaten in the 
bread.”



Where They Differed
v Luther for his part was harsher in his judgment of Zwingli. He 

regarded Zwingli as a Schwärmer, a fanatic, because of his rejection 
of the bodily presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Luther linked
Zwingli with other fanatics such as Andreas Carlstadt, his former 
colleague at Wittenberg, who, while Luther was holed up in the 
Wartburg Castle, radicalized Luther’s Reformation by throwing out 
the Mass, destroying images, removing his clerical garb, donning
the peasant’s sombrero and demanding to be addressed as Bruder 
Andreas. When Luther returned to Wittenberg, he put an end to the 
revolution set in motion by Carlstadt and other like-minded 
prophets, and would eventually drive them out and brand them as 
rebellious spirits and false prophets who were instruments of the 
devil. Because of Zwingli’s rejection of the real bodily presence of 
Christ in the Supper, Luther would place Zwingli in the same camp. 
v Zwingli: Father of the Swiss Reformation: Christian History, Issue 4, (Carol 

Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Restoration Movement
vNamed Anabaptists (re-baptizers) by opponents
vNeither Catholic or Protestant
vA 16th century man who did not drink to excess, 

curse, or abuse his workmen or family could be 
suspected of being an Anabaptist and thus 
persecuted. 
vThe Radical Reformation: The Anabaptists: Christian 

History, Issue 5, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, 
Inc.) 1997.



Anabaptists
v The Bible
v Anabaptists shared in the reformation claim that the 

Scriptures were the final authority for the Christian. Along 
with Protestants they rejected the Catholic teaching which 
assigned equal validity to Scripture and tradition. 

v But how were these Scriptures to be correctly interpreted? 
Anabaptists gave a twofold answer. First, they understood 
the coming of Jesus to be central, the event in which God 
revealed himself more clearly and with greater authority 
than anywhere else. What Jesus said and did as well as the 
words and actions of his first followers therefore had greater 
authority than anything or anyone else. They rejected as 
God’s Word for their day whatever did not agree with the 
life and doctrine of Christ. 



Anabaptists
v Secondly, Anabaptists agreed with Luther when he 

insisted that every believer, no matter how humble, had 
the Holy Spirit and could therefore legitimately interpret 
Scripture. But they went a step further and held to the old 
principle that ultimately it is the church that interprets 
Scripture. It is not the hierarchy as in Catholicism, nor an 
appointed group of scholar-teachers as in Protestantism, 
which interprets the Bible, but rather the gathered disciple 
community. This community struggles with the meaning 
of Scripture and reaches, where possible, a common 
understanding of its intent. 
v The Radical Reformation: The Anabaptists: Christian History, 

Issue 5, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Anabaptists
v While the decision to become a disciple was an individual 

step of faith, the new life upon which the disciple entered 
was communal. Becoming a disciple brought him into the 
community of those who deliberately resolved to realize, 
in the present, God’s will for the whole of mankind. Peter 
Rideman wrote: 
v The Church of Christ is a lantern of righteousness, in which the

light of grace is borne and held before the whole world, that men 
may also learn to see and know the way of life. 

v The Radical Reformation: The Anabaptists: Christian History, Issue 5, 
(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



Authority of Scriptures
v At the Diet of Worms in 1521, Martin Luther was accused of 

renewing the errors of Wycliffe and Hus by making the 
Scriptures his final authority.

v As Reformers, Zwingli and Luther had much in common. They 
both rejected the authority of the Pope and held to the authority 
of Scripture alone.

v 2 Tim 3:16-17    All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.



Authority of Scriptures
v Colossians 3:17    “And whatever you do in word or 

deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.”

v Matthew 7:22,23    “Many will say to Me in that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, 
cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!”

v How do we make sure what we do is what He wants?



Do All In The Name of The Lord
v If we find ourselves saying “Scriptures don’t say I can’t”

are we interested in what the Lord wants or what we 
want?

v 2 John 9   “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in 
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.”

v 1 John 4:4-6   “You are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore 
they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6

We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is 
not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error.



Do All In The Name of The Lord
v Philippians 4:9    “The things which you learned 

and received and heard and saw in me, these do, 
and the God of peace will be with you.”
vCommandment ~ “learned and received”
v2 Thess 2:15   “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 

traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our 
epistle.”

vExample ~  “Heard and saw in me”
v2 Thess 3:9   “not because we do not have authority, but to 

make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.



Restoring The Church
v Protestant Reformation
v Luther started an effort to go back to the scriptures.
v He was quickly followed by Zwingli, Calvin and others.

v Restoration Movement (16th Century)
v Anabaptists  ~  “But the leaders had been busy elsewhere as 

well. Grebel had preached and baptized in Schaffhausen and St. 
Gall; George Blaurock, a former monk, went to the Grisons and 
the Austrian Tyrol. In May 1525, the first Anabaptist died for his 
faith in the canton of Schwyz. A year later Grebel died of the 
plague away from home, and in January 1527 Manz was publicly 
executed in Zurich by drowning for the crime of rebaptism.”
v The Radical Reformation: The Anabaptists: Christian History, Issue 5, 

(Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.



They Fought Against Traditions of Men
v The Roman Catholic Church had done the same thing the 

Jewish leaders had done and that was to put the traditions 
handed down by teachers and leaders on an equal level 
with the Word of God.
v Matthew 15:1-20

v Today many follow not the spirit of Luther, et al, but the 
traditions, trying to protect the traditions of Luther, 
Calvin. Just as Mennonites follow the traditions of Menno 
Simons (a leader of anabaptists)

v What about Campbellites?



We Must Fight The Same Battle
v We must fight against everything that exalts itself against 

the knowledge of God
v 2 Corinthians 10:4-5  “For the weapons of our warfare are not 

carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting 
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ”

v Each of us must renew in ourselves Jesus Christ
v Colossians 3:9-11  “Do not lie to one another, since you have put 

off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man
who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor
free, but Christ is all and in all.”



We Must Seek Those Things Above
v Colossians 3:1  “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 

things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of 
God.

v Hebrews 13:8-16   “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. 9 Do not be carried about with various and strange 
doctrines. … 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the 
people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 13 Therefore 
let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14

For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 15

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But 
do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased.



From Where Came All The Churches?
Original Local 
Churches

Fourth Century The Church “Catholic”

4th-10th Cent.
Roman Catholic Orthodox Churches

Reformed Lutheran
Anglican

Baptist

Presbyterian Methodist Episcopalian
Anabaptists

Amish Brethren Mennonites



Unity or Truth?

vAs the changes in the fourth century led to one 
denomination at the expense at times of truth.
vShould their be one church regardless of what it 

teaches?

vThe radical changes during the 16th-17th centuries 
often led to a lack of unity.
vShould we begin a new church over every difference of 

understanding of scriptures?



Unity or Truth?

v 1 Corinthians 1:10  “Now I plead with you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. “

v John 4:24  “God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth.”



United By The Truth
v 1 Corinthians 2:13-16  “These things we also speak, not in words 

which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does 
not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself 
is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the 
Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”

v 2 Tim 3:16-17  “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.

v If The Word Is Our Final Authority Then We Can All Be Perfectly 
Trained By It.  But We Must Leave Room For Growth.


