
Restoring The                
New Testament Church



Restore

• Definition:
– 1. To bring back into existence or use: i.e. 

restore law and order.
– 2. To bring back to an original condition: i.e. 

restore a building.
• The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language



The Original Condition

– The multitude were of one heart Acts 4:32-35
Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; 
neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, 
but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles 
gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 
upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all 
who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’
feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were 
done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s 
Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed 
them highly.

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, 9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all 
things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the intent that now the manifold 
wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places,

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15

from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He 
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and 
length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 
10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor 
giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 
continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, 
given to hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the 
Day approaching.

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and not in another.

– The people esteemed them highly Acts 5:12-13
– They showed the wisdom of God Eph 3:8-10
– They were the family of God Eph 3:14-19
– They were loving, kind and affectionate Rom 12:9-15
– They prayed for one another Eph 6:18
– They considered one another Heb 10:24
– They gently restored the fallen Gal 6:1
– They bore one another’s burdens Gal 6:2
– With each examining his own actions Gal 6:4
– And each doing his part in love Eph 4:16

Eph 4:16  from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by what every 
joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.



Some Questions

• Are we in one accord or splintered and divided?
• Do those outside respect us or see us as hypocrites?
• Do we act like the children of a good, merciful and loving Father?
• Are we a good example of a family or a dysfunctional example?
• Are we loving and kind or backbiting and divisive?
• Are we praying for each other or accusing each other?
• Are we encouraging each other or discouraging each other?
• Do we gently restore the fallen or knock them down a little farther?
• Do we bear each others burdens or let them fall under the load?
• Do we examine ourselves or point fingers at others?
• WHAT AM I DOING TO HELP THE CHURCH GROW IN LOVE?



Repent and Do The First Works

– Revelation 2:5 - “Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen; repent and do the first 
works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place—unless 
you repent.”


