
Spotting A Counterfeit

Spotting false commandments, 
doctrines and gospel.



False Commandments

l Titus 1:13-14  "This testimony is true. For this reason 
reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the 
faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and 
commandments of men who turn away from the truth.”

l Colossians 2:20-23  "If you have died with Christ to 
the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you 
were living in the world, do you submit yourself to 
decrees, such as, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!” (which all refer to things destined to perish with 
use)—in accordance with the commandments and 
teachings of men? These are matters which have, to be 
sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion 
and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, 
but are of no value against fleshly indulgence."



False Doctrine = Commands of Men

l Matthew 15:3-9  "And He answered and said to them, 
“Why do you yourselves transgress the commandment 
of God for the sake of your tradition? “For God said, 
‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks 
evil of father or mother is to be put to death.’ “But you 
say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever I 
have that would help you has been given to God,” he is 
not to honor his father or his mother.’ And by this you 
invalidated the word of God for the sake of your 
tradition. “You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of 
you: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But their 
heart is far away from Me. ‘But in vain do they worship 
Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ ” "



False Doctrines

l Ephesians 4:14  "As a result, we are no longer to be 
children, tossed here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
by craftiness in deceitful scheming;"

l 1 Timothy 1:3 "As I urged you upon my departure for 
Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may 
instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines,“

l 2 Timothy 4:3 "For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their 
ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires, "



Sound Doctrine = Words of Jesus

l Acts 2:41-42  "So then, those who had received his 
word were baptized; and that day there were added 
about three thousand souls. They were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

l 1 Timothy 6:1-3  "All who are under the yoke as slaves 
are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor 
so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be 
spoken against. Those who have believers as their 
masters must not be disrespectful to them because 
they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, 
because those who partake of the benefit are believers 
and beloved. Teach and preach these principles. If 
anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not 
agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,"



False Gospel
l Galatians 1:6-12 I am amazed that you are so quickly 

deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, 
for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; 
only there are some who are disturbing you and want 
to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be 
accursed! …
11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached by me is not according to 
man. 
12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught 
it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.



True Gospel
l 1Corinthians 15:1-8  "Now I make known to you, 

brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which 
also you received, in which also you stand, by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I 
preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and 
that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After 
that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at 
one time, most of whom remain until now, but some 
have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, 
He appeared to me also. "



Power of the Gospel

l Romans 1:16-17 "For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man 
shall live by faith.”"


